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2nd Grade 

oil pastel

LESSON:  Neutral Colors vs. Cats with Complements!
DAYS ALLOWED FOR PROJECT:  Three days

ARTISTS:  Franz Marc, German, Two Cats,1880-1916

                   Francisco Goya, Don Manuel Osorio de Zuniga, 1746-1828 (optional artist)
STATE STANDARDS and OBJECTIVES:  Students will:

1. 2.1- Identify similar subject matter in two works of art from different cultures and time periods.  (Spain-1700s and Germany-late 1800s) realism and expressionism.

2. 2.2- Find common themes and subject matter in works of art from various cultures.

3. 2.3- Describe formal, and expressive properties in works of art.

4. 2.5- Reflect on and discuss aesthetic meaning in two works of art.

5. 2.6- Discuss personal preferences in the works of art.

6. 2.7- Create artwork about animals.

7. 2.8- Identify art elements and principles.

8. 2.9- Use oil pastels to create cats.

9. 2.10- Demonstrate respect for their work and the work of others.

10. 2.13- Identify similar subject matter and concepts between art and other disciplines such as poetry, stories and musicals.

11. 2.14- Identify similarities and connections between concepts and subject matter of visual art and other art forms (dance, theater, and music).  

MATERIALS: pencils, erasers, 12 x 18 newsprint- (practice paper), 12 x 18  #80 gray drawing paper, oil pastels,  paper towels, newspapers to cover tables, pictures of cats (calendars are a very good source), stuffed animal cats- (not beany babies),  “Cats” (the musical), storybooks about cats sitting around the room, and some cat poetry hung up in classroom as large posters.

DAY ONE:

STEPS:

1.  Students will sit at our "Reading and Drawing Spot" and a poem or story will be read about cats.  Other books and poems can also be shown.  Next, two posters will be shown to the students and questions about how the artist used color will follow.  This will probably take about 15 minutes. 

2.  After the discussion, students will watch as cats are drawn in different standing and sitting positions on a large piece of newsprint.  Geometric shapes will be used to draw the cat's bodies.

3.  Next, students will be directed to walk to another table (gives students a chance to stretch like a cat) in order to observe how to hold their dark crayon to draw a very large cat (in lines only).  Students will be instructed to turn the 12 x 18 drawing paper vertically for a sitting up position or horizontally for a standing or laying down position.  

4.  Students will go to their tables.  Students will use their dark crayon to draw their cat.  Newsprint will be used for students to practice making several cats in different positions.  When students feel confident with their practice sketches, 12 x 18 gray paper will be used to draw their final cat's outline.  No faces yet!

5.  Students will be instructed not to try and erase crayon marks as the extra marks might give their cats a feeling of motion, as we discussed previously when looking at Franz Marc's, "Two Cats".

6.  Supplies put away, students back to the "Reading and Drawing Spot" for a five minute wrap up!  Show a few pictures of cats with "neutral colors" and the shapes of some of the marking on the cats.  Ask students what the cat would be like if we used primary colors or secondary colors to color their cats.  Then show students cats from a calendar that have had their coats dyed other colors and designs.  Ask students how these cat  pictures make them feel.

*Well, let's get up and stretch like a cat and line up until next week!
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DAY TWO: 
LESSON:  Neutral Colors vs. Cats with Complements!

STEPS:
1.  Have chairs pulled up for students to view a segment of the musical, "Cats".  Explain to students that they will be viewing cats with neutral colors.  During the segment, point out the way the faces of cats were painted onto people's faces.  Also, show students the different kinds of markings and neutral colors on the cat's fur.  Have students discuss some of these markings, faces, and color combinations after the show segment.

2.  After chairs have been taken back to their tables, direct students to the "Drawing Spot".  Have examples of cats with complements along with one or two neutrals displayed for discussion.

3.  Demonstrate using the oil-pastels.  Show how to blend the colors together with a paper towel or their finger.  Allow them to see how over-blending can create brown.  Explain that we want to see the complements too, so don't go over-board with over-blending the complements.

3.  Have student's cat drawings ready on their assigned tables along with four containers of oil pastels in groups of red/green, yellow/purple, orange/blue, black/brown/gray/white, paper towels and newspaper.

4.  Instruct students to color the cat's bodies by first choosing which complements they like best along with their two favorite neutral colors. 

5.  Demonstrate drawing the cat's face last.  Don't forget the whiskers!!

6.  Leave about 10 minutes for hand washing!!  Fold Pictures inside their newspapers for next week.  Put names on the folded newspaper with a black crayon.

7.  Wrap up:  To remember the "Neutral Colors", students could chant a cheer, that is a little corny, but my second graders like it!





BLACK, BROWN GRAY and WHITE,





NEUTRAL COLORS…..





YOU'RE ALLLLL RIGHT!!!

8.  Time to line up!!

DAY THREE:
LESSON:  Neutral Colors vs. Cats With Complements!

MATERIALS:  Student pictures, scissors, glue, 12 x 18 colored construction paper.

STEPS:  
1.  Direct students to "Drawing Spot".  Ask them what we have been making.  Show them a few more pictures by Franz Marc.  Examples could include: 



     

    

   

  



  

   

  

Others can be found on the internet.  Just type, Franz Marc, and there are plenty of examples.

2.  After discussion, students will go to seats and carefully cut out their cat.  

3.  Cats will be mounted on to 12 x 18 colored construction paper.  Colors will include the complements and neutrals.


