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Here is information on my lesson about Amate (U-MA-tay) Paper Painting from Mexico.  I picked up a book mark at the national conference in NYC from the gift shop at the Museum of American Folk Art. (In know…I know…it is a Mexican art form.)  I was inspired!
Second Grade

Objective: 

· To offer another opportunity for the children to draw what they see using lines and shapes as the foundation for their drawings.  

· To introduce  the artwork of the Nahua Tribe of Mexico as cultural art

· To introduce the technique of using only the tip of the paint brush to fill in color and create a stroke

· Neon colors!!!

Lesson #1 

1. Show Power Point introducing Amate paper painting

2. Using black and brown tempera paint, create a wash of color and completely cover a piece of brown construction paper (12 x 18 ) making it appear to be hand made Amate paper.  

Lesson #2

1. Review characteristics of Amate paper making

2. place many visuals of tropical birds on the children’s tables

3. Demonstrate how to draw a bird using a circle and an oval as starting points.  Adding lines to create numerous differences in the birds

4. Draw large birds with detail
5. Add leaves

Lesson #3

1. complete drawing of tropical birds and make changes where needed

2. Using black oil pastel, retrace all drawing lines from lesson #2 being careful to stay on original lines

Lesson #4

1. demonstrate how to use small brushes to fill large areas of color, tip only, pull brush towards yourself

2. fill only large areas of color

Lesson #5

1. demonstrate filling smaller areas of color

2. again, use only the tip and pull color towards yourself

Lesson #6

1. Show power point again pointing out the added strokes of color laid on top of the foundation colors.

2. Demonstrate how to make a quick stroke with a brush

3. Allow the children time to practice making a stroke with their brushes on a practice piece of paper.

4. use colors that are different from base color to add strokes.

Lesson #7

1. demonstrate and review stroke work.  Today we will be adding strokes and dots using white paint

2. talk about areas where white paint would work best

3. show the children that the handle end of their brush will make a perfect dot every time.

4. complete all painting today!

Lesson #8-Critique and follow-up worksheet.

