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Submitted by: Amy McCabe

Email Address: amccabe@batesville.k12.in.us

Grade Level(s): 9-12 Intro to Art, but could be adapted to any grade level

Media:  Paper, thin markers, tooling foil (opt:  embossing tools, oil pastel, gloss acrylic, matboard)

Monogram Texture Metal Tooling:  A Typeface Composition

For this assignment, you are to create a composition using 7 or more different styles of letters (typefaces) as the subject matter.  Paper dimensions will be 6”x6”…no more, no less.  Using pencil, lightly draw a 1” border.  This will produce a 4” square.

From your printouts, newspapers, yellow pages, internet research for logos, etc. you are to research 7 or more different ways to represent that letter.  Be sure to select a VARIETY of sizes, thicknesses and styles of your letter.
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Incorporate the Principles of Design as you plan…

Center of Interest – an area of emphasis near center

Balance – distribute the shapes throughout the whole page intentionally

Movement – shapes or lines which overlap to lead the eye

Develop a full size pencil composition.  You may add rectangles around letters as needed to make the composition work.  Rotate your letters and zoom in and out! 

Begin to add shading…using only black, you should shade in approximately half of the paper surface.  This will take some planning and erasing!  You may want to add textures – simulated or invented - to help you achieve 50/50 balance.  Once you are pleased with your shading, go over it with black thinline marker.

After you have successfully developed the image, you will be transferring it to metal for tooling.  Coat the back of your paper with graphite.  Lay your drawing over copper or aluminum tooling foil and trace.  The image will transfer lightly.  Emboss the lines gently with a blunt pencil if necessary to make them permanent.  

Now comes the big decision – what gets raised, what gets lowered – white and black.  Start working the foil using embossing tools (or blunt pencils and marker ends) over a soft working surface underneath (magazines work well).  Push gently to stretch the foil rather than tearing through it – you will need to make multiple passes to achieve a deep space.  Alternate working from the front and the back, achieving a variety of levels.   Pay special attention to line quality, edges, and craftsmanship.  Once your levels are established, you can smooth out any big flat spaces by using a marker end on the hard table surface.

You may add color with thinned oil pastel if desired.  Spray the entire surface with a light misting of gloss acrylic.  Mat with a coordinating color.
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Evaluation Criteria:

Variety


20

Center of Interest
20

Balance

20

Movement

20

Equal Light and Dark
20
