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FALL  2025          Published September, 2025

Deadlines for submission of articles, photos 
and advertisements are as follows:
OCTOBER 3, 2025 - Convention program
DECEMBER 28, 2025 - Winter issue
APRIL 3, 2026 - Spring issue
AUGUST 8, 2026 - Fall issue

*Cover art by artist/teacher Mary Anne Cork.

CONTACT is the newsletter of the Art Education 
Association of Indiana. It’s published digitally four 
times a year: fall, Convention issue, spring and 
winter. Articles, photos and art must be submitted 
by email. Advertisements and photos must be 
received in a high-resolution jpg, A written release 
form must accompany any photos sent to editor.

For correspondence, please include your name, 
address, phone number, email, along with your 
school or business address to:

Lori Kaylor
2388 W. Division Rd.
Huntington, IN 46750
lorizita1963@gmail.com
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President Message / Allyson Avery

   We had an amazing time representing Indiana at the Western Leadership conference 
in Wichita Kansas in June.  It’s such a valuable time, learning from other states.  We 
share best practices, and get excited about implementing meaningful changes to help 
strengthen our organization.

   So ready for our fall convention Nov 7&8 on the campus of Indiana University Indi-
anapolis, specifically the historic Herron School of Art. The theme of “Belonging” will 
be engaging and relevant as we all look to strengthen arts education in Indiana.

   Special thanks to Es Cole our convention coordinator and her amazing team, es-
pecially our President-Elect Libba Willcox!  They have been so thoughtful about all 
things, and I think this experience will be rewarding and rejuvenating!

We look forward to our Keynote speaker Paula Liz, and to our 3rd annual Member’s Exhibit, a chance for art 
educators to show their personal artwork.  

Please attend my workshop “Tell me what you want, what you really really want” at the fall convention to share 
your needs and thoughts about AEAI.  We are looking for more leaders in our organization, as well as ideas to 
bring you the best professional organization that we can.  
See you there!

Allyson Avery, AEAI President Elect
presidentelect@aeai.org

mailto:lorizita1963%40gmail.com?subject=
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President Elect Message / Libba Willcox Editor Message / Lori Kaylor

Dear AEAI Members,
   I hope this message finds you well as we begin another exciting year in art edu-
cation. I wanted to share some recent professional development experiences and 
updates from our organization.

Western Region Leadership Conference
   The Western Region 
Leadership Conference was 
truly lovely, and Allyson, 
our president, and I were 
able to learn a great deal. 
Meeting with other leaders 

reinforced how art educators are uniquely designed 
to be leaders who embrace design thinking and re-
spond to our students' and stakeholders' needs. The 
connections and insights gained will undoubtedly 
benefit our organization moving forward.

School for Art Leaders
   I was also fortunate enough to attend the School 
for Art Leaders in July, where I met with art leaders 
throughout North America. This week-long experience helped me create habits and skills to better support 
our organization. One unforgettable moment was experiencing James Turrell's Skyspace with fellow par-
ticipants - watching the sky transform above us was a powerful reminder of why experiential art matters 

in education. If any of you are considering applying for this program, 
I highly recommend it. It was an incredible experience to be with 
leaders who want to serve and support art educators like you 

Dear Teacher Webinar Series
   I was able to attend our Dear Teacher Webinar series on July 22nd 
and witness two excellent talks: “Past and Future of Trans Rights in 
the U.S.” by Chris Daley, the ACLU Director, and “GSA Sponsor-
ship” with Rosemary Ziegler, MAEA President. Both were highly in-
formative. The work that the EDI committee, and specifically Laura 
Schroeder, did with this series was outstanding.

Looking Ahead: Our Conference
   Finally, I'm looking forward to our conference this year, hosted by the Herron School of Art & Design 
on November 7th & 8th. The convention chair, Es Cole, is doing great things, and it should be a lovely 
conference. More details will be coming soon!

   Thank you for your continued dedication to art education and our organization.
Sincerely,
Libba Willcox, AEAI President Elect
presidentelect@aeai.org

Hello fellow teachers!
   I hope this message finds you well as we begin another exciting - and probably 
exhausting - year. If you haven’t already, go to aeai.org and sign up to attend the 
convention. When choosing your room, it would be best to call the hotel and ask 
for the room blocks set aside for the AEAI Convention.

   I had to miss last year’s convention, so I’m really looking forward to attending 
this year. While there I’m definitely going to check out the Artisan Market and the 
Exhibitor’s Hall.

   And as always, contact your District representatives if you have a great idea for 
a workshop or gathering. This summer a few of us from District 2 had a nice time 
just playing and creating.

   See you at the Convention!
Lori Kaylor, AEAI CONTACT Editor
lorizita1963@gmail.com

http://aeai.org
mailto:lorizita1963%40gmail.com?subject=
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Convention Coordinator / ES Cole

Celebrating “Belonging” at Our Annual Convention

Dear AEAI Members,
   Thank you for engaging in our Art Educator community as we look forward to 
the fall convention.

Theme: Belonging - Where Community Thrives
   A sense of belonging, nurtured through the celebration of our identities, knowl-
edge, and lived experiences, is the cornerstone of a strong community. As art 
educators, we are uniquely equipped to cultivate this sense of belonging through 
creative expression and cultural awareness. With human connection at the heart of 
our work, let us embrace one another with gratitude as we create and connect at 
this year’s convention in November.

   In our classrooms, studios, and educational spaces, we witness daily how art transcends boundaries and 
creates bridges between diverse experiences. This year, we invite you to explore how belonging manifests 
in our teaching practices, our student relationships, and our professional community.

Keynote Speaker: Paula Liz
   We are thrilled that Paula Liz will serve as our keynote speaker, presenting “Empowering Voices: A 
Journey in Fostering Belonging in Art Education Spaces”. Paula will also facilitate a hands-on workshop, 
giving attendees multiple opportunities to engage with her expertise.

   Paula is the 2022 Maryland Art Educator of the Year and founder of Anti-Racist Art Teachers, bringing 
over 15 years of teaching experience and a passionate commitment to fostering equity and inclusion in art 
education. Her published works and collaborations with major educational organizations demonstrate her 
commitment to promoting diversity through creative expression.

Convention Highlights & Offerings
Our convention promises rich programming designed to foster connection and professional growth:
•   Member Exhibition Reception - Celebration of our community’s creative work
•   Student Raffle - Chance to purchase tickets and win art materials with proceeds supporting
    student scholarships
•   Silent Auction - Handmade items fundraising for AEAI initiatives
•   2026 Youth Art Month Flag Contest - Theme “The World Needs Art” with two categories
    (K-5th and 6th-12th grade) and winners displayed at State House and National YAM Museum
•   Artisan Market - Marketplace for members to showcase and sell artwork to fellow educators
•   Friday Workshops - Intensive art-making sessions led by Herron Faculty, Staff, and other arts educators
•   Saturday Sessions - Professional development offerings and learning opportunities
•   Award Ceremony- Recognition of outstanding contributions to art education
•   Food Trucks - Convenient local vendors providing Saturday lunch options

Important Logistics
•   Convention Website: For complete information, schedules, registration, and updates, visit our one-stop 
convention website at: https://aeaicon2025.framer.website/
•   Parking Notice: The Convention’s registration fees do not include parking. Please plan to use the 
nearby Sports Garage (Located at 875 W New York St, Indianapolis, IN 46203) and budget accordingly 
for parking expenses. 
•   Traffic Alert: Our convention coincides with the Monumental Marathon, so please allow extra travel 
time and consider alternative routes to the venue.
•   Hotel Accommodations: We’ve arranged preferred rates at the Courtyard Indianapolis at the Capitol 
and at Hotel Indy, Indianapolis (see the Convention website for additional information).

Our Commitment to AEAI: A Call to Service
   As we gather to explore belonging, we’re reminded of why AEAI exists and why our participation mat-
ters. Our association thrives because of members who bring passion, dedication, and service to art educa-
tion. Each workshop you attend, every connection you make, and all the insights you share contribute to a 
stronger, more inclusive community of art educators.

   We invite you to not only participate in this convention but to consider how you might contribute to 
AEAI’s mission throughout the year. Whether through a board position, presenting at future events, or 
bringing your thoughts and suggestions to a special session offered by AEAI President Allyson Avery and 
President-Elect Libba Willcox on Saturday at 4:00 p.m. titled “Tell Me What You Want, What You Really, 
Really Want: AEAI Town Hall”. President Avery and President-Elect Willcox want to hear from YOU- 
your needs, your dreams, your challenges, and the ways AEAI can better support art educators across the 
state. This is a space for honest conversation, connection, and sparking change. Come share what you 
really, really want from your professional community!

   Art education changes lives, both for our students and for us as educators. When we come together with 
a spirit of belonging, we amplify our individual efforts into collective transformation.

In Closing
   We look forward to welcoming you to a convention that celebrates not just what we do, but who we 
are as a community. Come prepared to connect, create, and cultivate belonging in your own educational 
practice.

Yours in Art Education,
Es Cole (Convention Chair) & Libba Willcox (President Elect & Convention Committee Member)

Convention Coordinator

https://aeaicon2025.framer.website/
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District 3 Representatives / Hannah Richardson

Are you ready for the convention?!

   I hope your summer has been restful and rejuvenating. Wonderful things have 
been happening to promote arts within our region. District 3 met together to on 
August 17th to work with clayboards. Teachers utilized a variety of additive and 
subtractive techniques exploring new art processes for personal and professional 
benefits!

   Did you miss our District 3 summer get-together? Our next event will be held 
during the AEAI annual conference! Please consider joining other District 3 art 
educators at the AEAI fall convention held at Indiana University Indy. During our 
session teachers will collaborate and cast vision for future AEAI events. Play and 
art making will of course be included!

  Go to AEAI.org and sign up for the convention now! It’ll be so much fun and I 
can’t wait to see you there!

Hannah Richardson, District 3 Representative
District3@aeai.org

If you have any
questions while
at the convention, just look for 
board members by the buttons 
they will be wearing.

District 2 Representative / Kristen O’Dell

Join our 
Facebook 

Group:
AEAI

District 2
District 2 Rep:
Kristen O’Dell

district2@aeai.org 
odellk@mcsin-k12.org 

SAVE THE DATE: Quarter 4
AEAI Convention District 2 Meeting, NOVEMBER 7, 2025
 (PGPs available to registered AEAI members)

Ceramic Tic Tac Toe Boards
We will also plan our meetings for 2026.
What would you like to learn about? What would you like to share?
Who would like to host?

MAY HIGHLIGHTS

JULY HIGHLIGHTS

http://www.aeai.org/2025-convention.html
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Elementary Division Representative / Ashley Shea

Hello Fellow Elementary Art Educators!
   If you are like me, you are most likely deep into the first quarter of elementary 
art making chaos ...creative chaos that is, and I am here for it!! 

   I started the school year on a positive one, with a community nomination for a 
grant through the iheart radio “thank a teacher” program.This one-month media 
campaign is dedicated to recognizing public school teachers who are shaping the 
future of America’s youth and will highlight the important role that teachers play 
in educating, mentoring and inspiring students, despite facing limited resources 
and funding challenges.  As my name and school were recognized on the radio, 
I reflected on how many across our state wake up each morning ready to do the 
same. I applaud you and your efforts to make change one young artist at a time! 

   I am excited to see you at the upcoming state convention in November. This is a wonderful opportunity 
to collaborate and learn from other art educators from across the state. Each year I attend, I am remind-
ed how awesome this collective group of art educators truly are, I leave inspired and recharged for the 
school year. I will be hosting the Elementary Division meeting as well as a session titled, “Let’s Talk 
Management” -A collaborative session for pre-service and K-12 art educators to share behavior man-
agement strategies and create personalized art room behavior matrices. Participants will discuss “what’s 
working,” gain new perspectives from fellow educators, and leave with a rough draft behavior matrix tai-
lored to their classroom. For our Elementary Division meeting, I am asking that you bring ONE student 
example from a lesson/unit you recently completed with your students. 

   Remember the theme for this year’s Youth Art Month Flag contest is “The World Needs Art.” This 
contest is open to students Kindergarten through 12th grade, as there are two categories with a winning 
design from each that will be printed on a flag: K-5th and 6th-12th grade. The younger winner’s flag will 
be on display at the State House for the entire month of March for Youth Art Month. I am excited to see 
your elementary entries! 

Artfully Yours,
Ashley Shea, Elementary Divsion Representative and ED&I Committee Member
elementary@aeai.org

Left: A 3rd grade student is finishing his
Elements of Art poster.
Center: Warren Arts and Education Grant Recip-
ient - August 2025
Right: 2nd grade students at Grassy Creek busy 
creating paper sculpture works.

District 7 Representatives / Michelle Chastain & Monica  Schotter

Hey District 7 Art Educators!

   We hope your year has been off to a great start. We look forward to seeing you
at the 2025 Fall Convention at Herron School of Art & Design in Indianapolis, 
let’s get together to learn, create - and just have fun!

   During our District 7 workshop, we will explore a few different ways to make 
a color wheel as well as make connections and work on planning activities in the 
spring!

Please feel free to reach out to us at any time, we are here for YOU!

Michelle Chastain, District 7 Co-Representative
chastainm@wwcs.k12.in.us

Monica Schotter, District 7 Co-Representative
mschotter@nafcs.org

The Art Education Association of Indiana 
google group listserve is for art educators 

and others interested in art education
to receive emails about art education.

If you would like to be a member email 
leahmorgan51@gmail.com  

School emails often block items sent;
personal emails are usually better,

but both can be used.

REGISTER FOR THE 2025 FALL CONVENTION
ONLINE AT: aeai.org

 

mailto:leahmorgan51%40gmail.com.%20?subject=
http://www.aeai.org/2025-convention.html
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Secondary Division Representative /Brenda Jalaie Secondary Division Representative

DON’T GET STUCK IN YOUR JAM
   As art teachers, we often find ourselves returning to the same familiar projects, 
techniques, and lesson plans. These “jams” — our personal grooves of comfort 
and consistency — can be cozy and effective. They work. They produce solid 
student work. They align with standards. But after a while, even the best jam starts 
to lose its flavor—students evolve, pop culture evolves. When we repeat the same 
approaches year after year, we risk creative stagnation — not just for our students, 
but for ourselves.

Why We Get Stuck
   Teaching is demanding. Between prepping materials, managing classrooms, 
grading, advocating for our programs, and adapting to ever-changing educational 

Small Batch Recipes Help You Try New Flavors!
   Your “jam” — your unique teaching voice, your experiences, your tried-and-true lessons — is valuable.
It’s taken time to develop, and it deserves respect. But don’t get stuck in it. Growth requires discomfort, 
experimentation, the occasional flop and sometimes some clean-up. Just like in the studio, the process is 
where the magic happens.

Keep It Homemade, Not Over-Processed.
   Next time you feel yourself drifting into autopilot, remember good art (and good teaching) thrives in 
risk, change, and reinvention. You don’t need to overhaul everything or chase every new trend. Intention-
al change is more sustainable than total reinvention. While you make some changes, remember to keep 
things authentic and balanced to fit YOU! Staying grounded and intentional with your teaching in your 
style with your life experiences is much more important than being trendy, using unnecessary flair or 
feeling artificial.

   As I write this article, I have one week left in my summer. Maybe you can try this recipe on our next 
break to remind you new things can be great!

Basic Strawberry Jam
Ingredients:
1 cups strawberries (hulled and mashed)
1/2 cup sugar
½ tablespoon lemon juice

Instructions:
•	 Combine strawberries, sugar, and lemon juice in a pot.
•	 Cook over medium heat, stirring until the sugar dissolves.
•	 Bring to a boil and cook for about 10 minutes, stirring frequently.
•	 Test for doneness by placing a spoonful on a cold plate; it should set.
•	 Pour into sterilized jars and seal.

mandates, it’s easy to rely on what we know works. Our “greatest hits” give us some breathing room. 
But the very nature of art is innovation — experimentation, reflection, risk-taking — and our teaching 
practices should reflect that same vitality.

Signs of Sticking
•	 You can predict exactly what the final projects will look like before they begin.
•	 Students aren’t as engaged or challenged as they used to be.
•	 You no longer feel excited about the work coming out of your classroom.

Ways to Stir Things Up Without Boiling Over or Burning Out
1.	 Swap One Project a Semester
Choose one lesson to totally revamp. Instead of a traditional pencil still life, maybe explore a cut paper 
abstraction with textures in pencil on top. Instead of a traditional contour line drawing, try having stu-
dents use liquid glue and yarn. One change at a time keeps it manageable.
2.	 Collaborate Across Disciplines
Team up with a science, music, or language arts teacher. A project inspired by ecosystems, sound waves, 
or poetic metaphor can breathe new life into your curriculum — and connect with students in surprising 
ways.
3.	 Let Students Lead
Build in more student choice or inquiry-based projects. Let them propose a medium, theme, or question 
to explore. Student-driven learning shifts the energy in the room and often results in more meaningful 
work.
4.	 Incorporate Contemporary Artists
Bring in fresh voices that reflect the world your students live in. Move beyond the “old dead white men” 
and explore current artists working in street art, digital media, performance, or social practice.
5.	 Visit Other Classrooms (Virtually or IRL)
Observe other art teachers, attend a workshop, or even join us at convention this fall! No doubt your 
also follow other art teachers on social media. Seeing how others teach can reignite your curiosity and 
creativity. Sometimes one new strategy or viewpoint can ripple through your entire practice.
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Higher Education Representative / Libba Wilcox

Dear Higher Educators,

   The Art Educators Association of Indiana (AEAI) has a vacant Higher Education 
Representative position. We're seeking someone from our university community to 
step into this important leadership role.

WHAT’S INVOLVED
●  Four board meetings per year, two at the Indiana State Museum in Indianapolis
and two at the conference site.
●  Contact column (300-500 words) three times yearly to update members on
higher education developments in Indiana and nationally. 

●  Annual meeting coordination bringing all higher education members together to discuss current issues 
and share university updates.
●  Additional support for our student representative and higher education scholarship judging.

WHY CONSIDER THIS ROLE?
   This position offers valuable professional development, expands your network, and provides a platform 
to advocate for higher education perspectives within AEAI. It's an excellent service opportunity that al-
lows you to make meaningful contributions to art education across Indiana.

WE NEED YOUR VOICE
   Our higher education community brings unique expertise to AEAI, and this vacant position represents a 
gap in our leadership that we're eager to fill with one of our dedicated university colleagues.

   If you're interested or have questions about this opportunity, please reach out to me directly at
presidentelect@aeai.org

Thank you for considering this important service opportunity.

Sincerely, 
Libba Willcox, AEAI President Elect
presidentelect@aeai.org

Middle School Representative / Brenda Betley

Welcome back to school year 2025.

   I hope to see a lot of you at the convention this year. I would like to once again 
invite all the middle school teachers to bring their favorite lesson plan in digital 
form to the Middle School Division meeting. We will be uploading them to the 
AEAI Google drive so new and tenured teachers have access to them. I have sev-
eral already on my school’s Google Drive that I will be transferring to the AEAI 
drive. This meeting is a great opportunity to bond and collaborate with other
middle school art teachers.

   I look forward to meeting you in November.
Brenda Betley, Middle School Representative
bsbetley@gmail.com

If you have any ideas 
for a workshop,

contact your district 
representative.

They are always
looking for new ideas, 

and would love to
hear from you!

Painting on denim during the AEAI Summer Art Retreat at
Vincennes University.

Want to be involved?
We are in need of 

two District 6
Representatives.

Contact AEAI President
Allyson Avery for more

information.
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   The ED&I Committee is delighted about this year’s Convention theme,
“Belonging”. We can’t wait to see you there for conversation and collaboration.

   Throughout the past year, in the “Dear Teacher: What LGBTQ+ students, families, and advocates wish 
educators knew” webinar series, presenters from several organizations shared know-your-rights informa-
tion, updates on recent laws affecting students and teachers, and tons of terrific resources. Whether you 
were able to attend or not, you are invited to a panel discussion at Convention bringing us up-to-date on 
developments and addressing your questions about how to navigate the current environment.

   In the meantime, here are some of the fantastic resources from the webinar series–

ORGANIZATIONS
•   GenderNexus
•   Indiana Legal Services LGBTQ+ Project
•   IYG
•   ACLU of Indiana LGBTQ+ Rights Project
•   Advocates for Trans Equality

INFORMATION
•   NEA’s Educator Support for Transgender, Nonbinary, and Intersex Students
•   Movement Advancement Project’s Safe School Laws
•   The Trevor Project’s LGBTQ History

Be well; we’ll see you at Convention!
Laura Schroeder, Awards Chair
awards@aeai.org

ED&I Liason / Laura Schroeder

mailto:awards%40aeai.org?subject=
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GRAPHIC 
PRODCTION 

ONE-YEAR CERTIFICATE

NEW PROGRAM!

1002 N. FIRST STREET • VINCENNES, IN 47591
812.888.4465 • ADMISSIONS: 800.742.9198

vinu.edu/graphicdesign
An accredited institutional member of the  
National Association of Schools of Art and Design, (NASAD).

Want to own your screen-printing 
business or sign shop? 
This certificate is the fast track to make 
it happen! In only one year, you will learn 
how to screen-print t-shirts and create 
signs, banners and other environmental 
graphics for a profit. In addition to the 
fun, hands-on learning experiences of 
making these products in our well-equipped labs, 
learn how to use Illustrator and Photoshop to 
create the designs and the fundamentals of design 
to make your designs more creative and more 
functional. Start a fun and exciting career with the 
independence of running your own business. Even 
if you do not want to have your own business, there 
are many opportunities for employment in this fast-
paced and varied industry. 

For more information, contact:  
Ron  Wise, Chair of Art and Design
Vincennes University
8-12-888-4465 | rwise@vinu.edu

Learn how to create:
• Screen–printed  T-shirts and other apparel

• Print posters, and labels, license plates,  
window clings, cozies, key chains, and 
stickers

• 3D Printed items, such as product 
models and prototypes, as well as other 
promotional products

Job Opportunities:
• Screen-printing Shop Owner
• Sign Shop Owner
• Print Production Specialist
• Screen-printing press Operator
• Darkroom and Screen  

Prep Specialist
• Production Artist
• Sign Fabricator
• Sign Installer
• Sign Production Specialist
• Sign Production Designer

Youth Art Month / Elyse Abbott

Good evening fellow Indiana art teachers!
    I apologize that things have been quiet on my end... but as I am now officially 
on maternity leave (still awaiting baby boys arrival) I am finally getting to things 
on my to do list before he gets here! 

    I am happy to share information for the 2026 Youth Art Month Flag Contest! 
The theme for YAM 2026 is “The World Needs Art.” Remember this contest is 
open to students Kinder through 12th grade as there are two categories with a 
winning design from each that will be printed on a flag- Kinder-5th and 6th-12th 
grade. The younger winner’s flag will be on display at the State House for the 
entire month of March for Youth Art Month, and the older winners’ flag will go to 
the National convention and be on display there with all the other state winners in 
the Youth Art Month Museum. 

   TO ENTER: 
 ● Make copies of the attached template. Students may use specialized media pa-
per as long as it is the size of the template.
 ● Select the 6 best designs from your school. 
 ● Bring artwork to the fall convention on 11/7/25 OR  mail to : Elyse Abbott
9246 Middlebury Way Camby, IN 46113
* mail by November 5th only if you are not attending fall convention*

   ENTRIES SHOULD BE: ● Finished in color ● Contain a theme that represents 
Indiana & this year’s theme ● “Youth Art Month” phrase and “Indiana”  must be 
included in the design as well. 

   If you have any questions at all, please do not hesitate to reach out to me! :) 
Enjoy, and good luck to your amazing artists!

Elyse Abbott, Indiana Youth Art Month Chair
yam@aeai.org



20    CONTACT Fall Issue 2025    21

2026 Youth Art Month Flag Design Competition
THEME: "The World Needs Art"

There will be TWO winning flag designs.
The two flag design categories by age are:  K - 5th and 6 - 12th*

Both winning designs will be printed on flags. The K-5 winning flag will hang at the
State House to be on display with our Youth Art Month art display in March.

The 6-12 winning flag will travel to NAEA in Chicago in March, for the national YAM exhibit. 

September is the perfect time to start planning how your art students
will participate in the flag design competition!
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TO ENTER:
l Make copies of the template on the following page. Students may use
	 specialized media paper as long as it is the size of the template.
l Select the SIX (6) best designs from your school.

l You can bring entries to the fall convention on November 7
	 or mail them.
	 The deadline to mail entries is November 5 - IF you are NOT 
attenting the convention.
	 If mailing, send to:
	 Elyse Abbott
	 9246 Middlebury Way
	 Camby, IN 46113

ENTRIES SHOULD BE:
l Finished in color.
l Contain a theme that represents Indiana & this year’s theme.
l Contain the Youth Art Month phrase and “Indiana” in the design.

All students in grades K-12 may compete in the flag design contest, but teachers are
limited to SIX entries. Teachers attending the fall convention will judge the flags and

our winners will be announced at the convention awards dinner.
We are looking forward to admitting entries from all of our districts this year.

Let’s design the best Indiana flag for 2026!
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AEAI
Artisan
Market

Friday, Nov. 7 and
Saturday, Nov. 8
10 AM - 4 PM

Featuring unique hand-made
works of art by AEAI member artists
including clothing, jewelry, sculpture,

ornaments, small works of art and
many more items that can be
purchased for holiday gifts for

family, friends - and you!

Professional Growth Points
Available at Convention

If you wish to receive Professional Growth 
Points (PGP) for your license renewal,

the certificate can be found on
pages 28 and 29, or you may get a

copy at the registration desk.

You can earn up to 14 PGP’s at the convention!
For more information, contact your District

or Division Representative. 

District map and other information

Consult AEAI Executive Council
CONTACT list for your current

district and division representatives.

Be sure to put your
district number on your

registration form!

NEED A PLACE TO STAY? ASK ABOUT THE ROOM BLOCK

JW MARRIOTT
INDIANAPOLIS
10 S West Street

Indianapolis, IN  46204

Link to hotel

COURTYARD BY
MARRIOTT

INDIANAPOLIS
AT THE CAPITAL

320 N Senate Avenue
Indianapolis, IN  46204

Link to hotel

HOTEL INDY,
A TRIBUTE

PORTFOLIO HOTEL
141 E. Washington Street 
Indianapolis, IN  46204

Link to hotel

Parking: Herron School of Art & Design 

https://www.marriott.com/en-us/hotels/indjw-jw-marriott-indianapolis/overview/?scid=f2ae0541-1279-4f24-b197-a979c79310b0
https://www.marriott.com/event-reservations/reservation-link.mi?id=1746466645428&key=GRP&guestreslink2=true&app=resvlink
https://www.marriott.com/event-reservations/reservation-link.mi?id=1746648586176&key=GRP&guestreslink2=true&app=resvlink


PROFESSIONAL LEARNING
NATIONAL ART EDUCATION ASSOCIATIONNAEA NATIONAL CONVENTION

MARCH 5–7
CHICAGO

2026

Membership Type (check one) 
❏ New 
❏ Renewal
       NAEA I.D. Number ___________

1

3 Membership Division (check only ONE in which you spend more than 50% of your time)

❏ Elementary    ❏ Middle Level    ❏ Secondary    ❏ Museum 
❏ Higher Education    ❏ Supervision/Administration    ❏ Preservice
❏ Other_________________________________________

5 Contact Information 
Name_________________________________________

School/Organization_________________________________

The following is my  ❏ Work  Address   ❏ Home Address

Address __________________________________

City_______________________   State _____  Zip+4 ______

County_________________________________________

The following is my  ❏ Home Telephone   ❏ School Telephone   ❏ Mobile Telephone

Telephone__________________________________
***

**

Email __________________________________

** By providing your cell phone number, you are "opting in" to receive periodic text messages from NAEA.
***By providing your e-mail address, you agree to receive information sent electronically regarding member bene�ts.

7 Membership Dues                                                                     
See membership dues rates on the back of this form. $__________ 

 

8 Subscription and Support
❏  Subscription to Studies in Art Education for the member price of $20  

$__________  

❏ Donation to the National Art Education Foundation  $__________
❏ Donation to the NAEA Advocacy Fund $__________ 

9 Total Payment Amount                                                         $
Including membership fee and any added contributions or subscription. 

10 Complete and submit this form to:
Member Services Team, NAEA
PO Box 98361, Washington, DC 20090

Contact NAEA
E-mail:  Members@arteducators.org 
Join online at: www.arteducators.org
Fax: 703-860-2960
Call us toll-free at: 800-299-8321

CODE: NAEA-25

2 Membership Category
❏ Active Professional    ❏ Early Career Professional**   
❏ Preservice*    ❏ Institutional 

See membership category descriptions on the back of this form.

*College/University __________________________________

*Veri�cation of student status is required for Preservice membership. Please submit a copy of a valid student ID with this form. 
**Discounted membership dues is granted for up to three consecutive years. Each year must be paid at the discounted rate. 

  *Expected Graduation Date ____ /____ /____  
mm       dd         yyyy

❏ Associate    
❏ Retired    (includes Studies in Art Education)

4 School Type (check one) 
❏ Public    ❏ Private    ❏ Charter    ❏ Other

6 Payment Information 

Want to pay by credit card? Visit us online at arteducators.org.

❏ Check Enclosed  
Checks, made payable to NAEA, may only be submitted with this form via physical mail. 

NAEA OPEN
STUDIO
C O N V E R S AT I O N S

Official Membership FormOfficial Membership Form

School for ART LEADERS 
at Crystal  Bridges Museum of  American Art  

$70+ in Subscriptions Webinar Series ($588 Value)Leadership OpportunitiesOpen Studios National Convention Discounts

Connect wth visual arts education professionals from across the country and receive 
exclusive benefits that can stimulate your career, your classroom, and your creativity.
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The Art Education Association of Indiana google group listserve
is for art educators and others interested in art education

to receive emails about art education.

If you would like to be a member email leahmorgan51@gmail.com  

School emails often block items sent; personal emails are
usually better, but both can be used.

REGISTER FOR THE 2025 FALL CONVENTION
ONLINE AT: aeai.org

September 2025

Dear School Administrator,
 
   We know this past couple of years have been a learning experience for everyone.  In the spring, 
school administrators across Indiana began to formulate budgets for the 2025-2026 school year. 
We hope that you made every effort to include funding for professional development for your 
teachers in your budget. We feel now more than ever, this professional development is vital for 
teachers. As you are surely aware, the children of today are far different than those of yesteryear.
If they are to succeed, teachers need opportunities to learn vital, new teaching strategies and
methods that can better prepare their students for the 21st Century.

     One professional development opportunity that is especially important to art teachers here 
in Indiana is the annual AEAI Fall Convention, which will be held at the Herron School of Art 
campus on November 7 & 8. Numerous professional presentations and workshops will be offered 
devoted to helping art educators learn how to engage their students with meaningful and relevant 
learning. Along with the keynotes, there will be numerous educational workshops scheduled 
during the convention.

    AEAI, the largest professional organization for art teachers in Indiana, routinely provides
significant development opportunities for teachers throughout the year and this Fall Convention
is no exception.

    Thank you for supporting Indiana teachers. We look forward to seeing the art teachers in
your corporation join us at this year’s Fall Convention and at other professional development
opportunities where we share the goal of successfully educating and preparing Indiana’s youth
to be successful.

Sincerely,

AEAI President 
Allyson Avery
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The above listed attendee has completed ___________ hours of participation
at the  2025 AEAI Fall Convention.

Signature of AEAI Board Member:  _________________________________________ 

It is the responsibility of each attendee to complete this form and have it signed by any
AEAI Board Member before leaving. Forms will NOT be mailed. Meals do not count. 

It’s never too late to become the Art Teacher you want to be!

PGP Certificate - 2025

Participants name:								      
	

Date of Convention:
November 7-8, 2025

Convention Theme:
BELONGING

Location:
Herron School of Art & Design

Indianapolis, IN

Sponsored by the Art Education Association of Indiana

Total PGP hours earned by participant: 		   hours.
				  

Es Cole - Convention Coordinator

2025 AEAI Convention PGP Completion Form
November 7-8, 2025       Indianapolis, IN

Attendee’s Name: _______________________________________________________________________

Hours for
this session:Workshop / Session / Keynote Title
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8:30am - 11:30am	 Room 147
Stained Glass for Beginners
Scott Miller	 Hands-on workshop: HS, Higher Ed
   This session will lead participants through the ba-
sics of Tiffany Method stained glass construction. No 
previous experience is needed. We will design, cut, 
and build a small project during our time together.

8:30am - 11:30am	 Room 205
Self-Portraits with Water-Soluble Oils
Anita Giddins	 Hands-on Workshop: HS
Perfect for teaching intro students! This workshop 
demonstrates scaffolding a beginning painting class 
using water-soluble oil paints—a safer alternative to 
traditional oils. Learn to guide students from foun-
dational exercises to complex finished self-portraits 
while covering facial proportions, color theory, and 
medium basics. Experience this scaffolded approach 
firsthand by creating your own self-portrait. Partic-
ipants will leave with practical resources including 
material lists, historic and contemporary examples, 
and lesson plan ideas.

11:30am - 12:30pm
LUNCH ON YOUR OWN
See our EATS GUIDE under the Convention 
website for suggested local eats.

   
   11:30am - 1:00pm
   AEAI Board Meeting              Room 217
    Allyson Avery

Friday, November 7
Lunch and transportation on your own.

8:00am - 8:30am 	 Grand Hallway
REGISTRATION
   Arrive in the Grand Hallway of Eskenazi Hall. You 
will pick up your name tag and be directed to your 
morning workshop. A convention overview brochure 
will be provided, Please print your personal schedule 
in advance.

8:30am - 11:30am	 Room 122
Teen Gallery Walk: Accesible, Trauma-
Informed Design for Engagment
Laura Scheper 	 Higher Ed, Museum
   Explore a research-based, trauma-informed muse-
um experience designed for teens. How do we make 
learning accessible to all students, including those 
who have experienced trauma?  
   Come learn about the needs of teens who have 
experienced trauma, and how the curriculum can be 
structured to meet those needs. The Teen Gallery 
Walk empowers teens to take charge of their own 
experience, engaging them by building trust, offering 
choices, promoting opportunities for self-discovery 
and emotional self-regulation.

8:30am - 11:30am	 Room 249
Creating a Picturebook Dummy
Nick Catalano
	 Hands-on workshop: HS, Higher Ed
​   Join picturebook author/illustrator Dominic Catalano 
in this hands-on activity building a 32-page children’s 
picturebook dummy. Tips on storyboarding, script 
development and character design will also be dis-
cussed. Ideal for middle and high school teachers 
who are interested in adding sequential visual narra-
tive to their programs. Please bring a sketchbook to 
this session!

8:30am - 11:30am	 Room 243
Digital Illustration
Shane McDermott	 ALL
   Using Wacom Cintiqs with Adobe Photoshop or 
iPad Pros with Procreate, this workshop immerses 
educators in digital illustration through fun, engaging 
prompts. Begin with quick ideation methods us-
ing conceptual thumbnail sketches, then develop a 
revised sketch into a fully colored or painted digital 
illustration featuring expressive typography. Learn 
efficient workflows and creative techniques perfect for 
classroom integration. Participants should bring their 
own iPad with Procreate downloaded to fully engage 
in this hands-on workshop experience.

8:30am - 11:30am	 Room 181
Exploring Personal Narrative in Metal-
smithing: Sampler Chain
Sarah Spomer	 Hands-on workshop: Higher Ed
   In this hands-on workshop, participants will create 
stamped metal pendants that share personal narra-
tives. The instructor will demonstrate liver of sulfur 
patina, final polish, and attaching findings to complete 
finished pieces. Participants will leave with their own 
completed stamped pendant.

8:30am - 11:30am	 Room 151
Gelli Arts Printing in the Classroom Setting

Hands-on workshop: EL, MS, HS
   Let’s play with the Gelli Arts mono-print making 
process and the many techniques from simple to 
advanced. Experiment with using recycled and found 
objects, textural items from nature, as well as layering 
and photo transfers. Deliver your new confidence of 
printmaking as an art form to your K-12 classrooms, 
materials and lesson plans provided!

8:30am - 11:30am	 Room 117
Mindful Threads: A Slow Stitching Workshop

Hands-on workshop: Higher Education
   This session will embrace the theme of belonging 
through slow stitching. Slow stitching is the mindful 
practice of hand stitching focused on process rather 
than product. In this workshop, participants will learn 
about slow stitching, view artists’ books made from 
textiles and try their hand at slow stitching a piece of 
scrap fabric. All the stitched fabric will then be com-
bined into one artist book that will be added to the 
library’s special collection.

DIVISION MEETINGS
ELEMENTARY DIVISION	
1:00pm - 1:50pm
Ashley Shea                                     Room 116
   Join fellow art educators who teach the same 
grade levels for connection and collaboration. 
This division meeting offers opportunities to 
share strategies, discuss challenges, and ex-
change ideas with colleagues who understand 
your student population.

MIDDLE SCHOOL DIVISION	
1:00pm - 1:50pm
Brenda Betley                                   Room 121
   Join fellow art educators who teach the same 
grade levels for connection and collaboration. 
This division meeting offers opportunities to 
share strategies, discuss challenges, and ex-
change ideas with colleagues who understand 
your student population.

SECONDARY DIVISION	
1:00pm - 1:50pm
Brenda Jalaie                                   Room 122
   Join fellow art educators who teach the 
same grade levels for connection and collab-
oration. This division meeting offers opportu-
nities to share strategies, discuss challenges, 
and exchange ideas with colleagues who 
understand your student population.

STUDENT DIVISION
1:00pm - 1:50pm                              Room 125
   Join fellow preservice art educators prepar-
ing to teach for connection and collaboration. 
This division meeting offers opportunities to 
share ideas, discuss concerns and exchange 
insights with other future art teachers.
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Want to be involved?
We are in need of two

District 6 Representatives.
Contact AEAI President Allyson 

Avery for more information.

http://www.aeai.org/2025-convention.html


2:00pm - 5:00pm	 Room 181
Basic Enamel for the Complete Beginner
Reagan Furqueron
	 Hands-on workshop: HS, Higher Ed
   Curious about enameled jewelry, cookware, or 
appliances? This beginner-friendly workshop explores 
vitreous enamel on copper - the ancient art of fusing 
powdered glass to metal.
   You’ll create several small pieces to take home 
while learning surface design, material preparation, 
enamel application, firing techniques & studio safety. 
   While safety equipment will be provided,
participants must wear cotton clothing and are re-
sponsible for their own safe behavior. Perfect for 
hands-on learners discovering this durable, glassy 
coating process that’s thousands of years old.

2:00pm - 5:00pm	 Room 249
Experimental Drawing
Vance Farrow	 Hands-on workshop: HS, Higher Ed
   Discover new possibilities in the Experimental Draw-
ing workshop, where traditional approaches are set 
aside in favor of unconventional techniques. Explore 
mark-making with unexpected tools, embrace sponta-
neity, and push the boundaries of composition,
texture, and gesture.
   This workshop encourages playful exploration and 
personal expression. Join us for a creative experience 
that stretches the definition of what drawing can be! 
All materials provided.

2:00pm - 5:00pm	 Room 147
Low-Co$t Printmaking
Monica Schotter	 Hands-on workshop: MS & HS
   In this hands-on workshop we will explore cost-ef-
fective materials and tools to create high quality artis-
tic prints in the classroom.
   The focus will be on drypoint but other techniques 
might also be addressed. Participants will have the 
opportunity to create a printing plate
and run a small edition.

8:00am - 6:00pm	 Grand Hall
ARTISAN MARKET
   Discover and purchase unique artwork created by 
fellow art educators! Browse an inspiring marketplace 
featuring original jewelry, ceramics, paintings, prints, 
and other creative works made by AEAI members. 
This special shopping experience celebrates the 
artistic talents within our educational community while 
offering you the chance to find one-of-a-kind pieces. 
Support your colleagues’ creativity and take home 
beautiful artwork that reflects the passion and skill of 
art educators.

8 am - 11:30am	 Room 205
Self-portraits with water soluble oils
Anita Giddins	 HS
   Perfect for teaching intro students! This workshop 
demonstrates scaffolding a beginning painting class 
using water-soluble oil paints - a safer alternative to 
traditional oils.
   Learn to guide students from foundational exercises 
to complex finished self-portraits while covering facial 
proportions, color theory, and medium basics. Expe-
rience this scaffolded approach firsthand by creating 
your own self-portrait.
   Participants will leave with practical resources 
including material lists, historic and contemporary 
examples, and lesson plan ideas.

8:30am - 9:20am			            Room 125
Tiny Doors
Sydney Walter				          	          HS
   Open up possibilities for imagination, interaction, 
and community engagement for students with Tiny 
Door sculptures. Using Tiny Doors ATL and other city-
wide Tiny Doors initiatives as inspiration, this project 
challenges students to use their understanding of ba-
sic ceramic hand building and sculpture techniques to 
create their own Tiny Door sculptures for businesses, 
locations, or teachers in their own community.

2:00pm - 5:00pm	 Room 117
Mindful Threads: A Slow Stitching Workshop

Hands-on workshop: Higher Ed
   This session will embrace the theme of belonging 
through slow stitching. Slow stitching is the mindful 
practice of hand stitching focused on process rather 
than product. In this workshop, participants will learn 
about slow stitching, view artists’ books made from 
textiles and try their hand at slow stitching a piece of 
scrap fabric. All the stitched fabric will then be com-
bined into one artist book that will be added to the 
library’s special collection.

2:00pm - 5:00pm	 Room 128
Squish + Pull: Play with Screen Printing
Sydney Craig	 Hands-on workshop: HS, Higher Ed
   Learn the art of squishing ink and pulling prints in 
this intro to Screen Printing workshop! Participants 
will learn about process from conception of an idea or 
image to making multiples of this unique design.
   In a three-hour session, participants will create orig-
inal 2-color designs that are photographically trans-
ferred to a screen and then printed.

2:00pm - 5:00pm	 Room 116
Tissue Box Mini Books
Es Cole	 Hands-on workshop: ALL
   In this workshop, students will create their own mini 
book using tissue boxes, ephemera, junk mail, and 
scrap paper.
   Participants are encouraged to bring their own junk 
mail, ephemera, and scrap paper- but all materials 
will be provided. We will challenge ourselves to create 
books that use limited resources and hold roundtable 
discussions on sustainability in our classrooms,
offices and community spaces.

   5:00pm - 7:00pm       Grand Hall
   AEAI Member Exhibition
   Reception

Saturday, November 8
Lunch and transportation on your own.

REGISTER FOR THE 2025 FALL CONVENTION
ONLINE AT: aeai.org

8:30am - 9:20am	 Room 116
The Belonging Quilt
Nishanth Srikanth	 Hands-on Workshop: ALL
   The Belonging Quilt is a physical visualization of 
data from over 70 students and educators about
identity, culture, representation, and acceptance
in schools.
   Each of the 800+ squares reflects a response, 
grouped by role and cultural background. The quilt 
reveals how experiences shape feelings of belonging. 
Attendees can add their own responses to empty sec-
tions, encouraging reflection on the data and inspiring 
more inclusive, equitable classroom environments.

8:30am - 9:20am	 Room 122
Organization Tips & Tricks to Reduce Transitions
Lauren Kibbe	 EL
   What is the most chaotic and frustrating part of your 
class routine? If you’re anything like most teachers, 
it would be the inefficient transitions within your class 
or day. I’ve developed a few things over the years 
that have helped limit those frustrations. I’m happy 
to share those, as well as some other organizational 
tidbits, in hopes of making your life just a little easier. 
Who couldn’t use an easier day?!

8:30am - 9:20am	 Room 121
Make It, Wear It, Share It!
Diana Westphal                                                     ALL	
   Make it, Wear it, Share it is a pop up creative space 
where you can design your own unique button that 
celebrates identity, community and belonging.
   Collage, color, or draw your story onto a wearable 
piece of art, then take it with you or trade with others. 
Just come as you are and express what belonging 
means to you, one button at a time!

8:30am - 10:20am	 Room 030
Making Clay Cups with EZ Screens
Kristen O’Dell
	 Hands On Workshop: MS, HS& Higher Ed
   Using EZScreen designs along with underglazes, 
you will be able to create images on a clay cup. Bring 
a box along with newspapers for padding to take your 
piece home to bisque fire.
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8:30am - 10:20am	 Room 147
Linocut Relief Printmaking
Amy Biggs	 Hands-on workshop: MS, HS, Higher Ed
   This workshop will introduce participants to the 
art of linocut printmaking, a relief printing technique 
where designs are carved into linoleum blocks and 
transferred to paper. Attendees will learn how to 
design, carve, and ink their blocks to create unique 
prints.
   The hands-on session will cover essential tools, 
techniques, and safety practices, encouraging cre-
ativity and self-expression. By the end, participants 
will have a completed print and the skills to continue 
exploring linocut printmaking independently.

8:30am - 10:20am	 Room 123
Painting with Kindergarten
Jessica Rowe	 Hands-on Workshop: EL
   Kindergartners always ask “when can we paint?” on 
the first day of class, but most art teachers are reluc-
tant to hand a paint brush to a class full of 5 year olds! 
If painting with little people makes you nervous, and 
you’re only offering your kindergartners dry media, 
this workshop is for you.
   Simple lesson plans to start your kindergartners out 
with paint will be shared, as well as easy clean-up and 
distribution procedures.

8:30am - 10:20am	 Room 181
Sculpted Pigmens: Reductive Watercolor Painting
Heather Boelke	 Hands-on workshop: EL, MS, HS
   Learn to manipulate and control watercolors, build-
ing confidence to erase and repair mistakes. Begin 
with a painted page instead of a blank one.
   Use water and brush techniques to “sculpt” an 
image in the pigmented surface, applying reductive 
and additive methods to refine your artwork. The skills 
practiced in this workshop are applicable to all grade 
levels and abilities.

8:30am - 10:20am	 Room 151
Suminagashi Workshop
Jasmine Begeske 	 Hands-on Workshop: MS, HS
   Discover the beauty of traditional Japanese
paper arts in this hands-on workshop introducing 
Orizome (fold and dye) and Suminagashi (floating ink 
marbling).
   Participants will explore the history and aesthetics of 
these meditative techniques through engaging demos 
and guided practice. Learn to fold, dye, and swirl your 
way to unique patterned papers, perfect for using in 
bookmaking, collage, or as standalone artworks. No 
prior experience needed - just curiosity and creativity! 
Leave with your own examples.

8:30am - 5:00pm
	 Hallway by Rooms 151, 147, 143
Interlocking Expressions: A Collaborative
Cardboard Sculpture	 ALL
   This collaborative sculpture project invites partici-
pants to design and decorate cardboard pieces, then 
connect them using a simple slot system to create a 
shared, evolving artwork.
   Through drawing, cutting, and interlocking, individ-
uals explore themes like community, belonging, and 
identity while working together to build a three-dimen-
sional structure.
   The process encourages creativity, problem-solving, 
and teamwork, making it ideal for classrooms, com-
munity programs, and team-building activities.

8:30am - 5:00pm	 Room 111 C
Calming Corner
Herron Art Education Student Association	 ALL
   Looking for a moment of respite between presen-
tations and workshops? The Herron Art Education 
Association offers a peaceful space to relax and re-
charge. The Calming Corner provides a quiet environ-
ment where you can unwind, read a book, and enjoy 
a light snack. Take a break from the busy conference 
schedule and find your moment of calm in this tranquil 
retreat space.

8:30am - 5:00pm
	 Hallway by Rooms 151, 147, 143
Connection Corner	
Herron Art Education Student Association	 ALL
   Ready to network and engage with fellow educa-
tors? The Herron Art Education Association offers a 
vibrant space for social interaction and collaboration. 
The Connection Corner features games and plenty 
of opportunities to connect with colleagues. Whether 
you’re looking to make new professional relationships 
or catch up with familiar faces, this energetic space 
encourages meaningful educator connections.

9:30am - 10:20am	 Room 143
Making Art History Accessible to Elementary
Students
Scott Miller	 EL
   This workshop will lay out the classroom-tested 
lessons that I’ve used to bring art history into the 
elementary art classroom. You’ll leave with several 
approaches to art history that you can easily weave 
into your curriculum.

9:30am - 10:20am	 Room 123
Scientific Imaging & Community Art
Collaborations: Investing Material Forms in Nature
Jeanne Nemeth	 ALL
   View an experimental model of visual-based inqui-
ry that emphasizes how artists, art educators, and 
scientists conduct ecological research that expands 
traditional disciplines and encourages collaborative, 
co-creative practices.
   Find out how art educators can utilize native habi-
tats and community resources to promote an eco-jus-
tice curriculum and an appreciation of the natural 
world. Historical and contemporary artists investi-
gating natural forms in nature will inspire classroom 
artmaking.

9:30am - 10:20am	 Room 121
Artsonia through Elementary
Kimberly Conder	 EL
   Join me as I share why Artsonia has transformed 
my teaching practice serving nearly 1,000 K-6 stu-
dents across multiple buildings. Learn about the 
platform’s user-friendly features and discover why 
parents consistently give positive feedback. Explore 
how to create continuous portfolios from Kindergarten 
through elementary, examine the high-quality prod-
ucts available as fundraisers, and hear success sto-
ries from my recent art show featuring Artsonia prints 
that delighted families.

9:30am - 10:20am			            Room 122
Be a Creative Changemaker: Amplifying Untold 
Stories in Art History
Paula Liz

Hands-on workshop: EL, MS, HS, Museum Ed
   Explore diverse artistic legacies in this hands-on 
workshop, spotlighting influential yet often-overlooked 
artists worldwide. We’ll challenge traditional art history 
narratives, discussing ways to create a more inclu-
sive curriculum. Dive into the fascinating stories of 
exceptional artists and engage in hands-on activities 
inspired by their techniques, materials, and styles that 
you can use in the classroom. Join us on this unfor-
gettable journey to see art from new perspectives 
and deepen your appreciation for the history of artists 
worldwide!

9:30am - 10:20am		                       Room 125
Middle School Myth Buster: The Best of Both 
Worlds
Katherine Webb				           ALL
   Are you a soon to be teacher looking for the right 
age group to teach? Just starting your journey with 
middle school? In a rut with the current age group 
you’re teaching? I’m telling you that middle school is 
the age group that you didn’t know you were going to 
love!
   As a teacher who has taught all grade levels and 
has 16 years of experience I can confidently tell you 
that middle school has been the most rewarding. In 
this lecture/group discussion I hope to dismiss any 
concerns you might have in regards to this particu-
lar age group, how to effectively manage classroom 
hurdles that are unique to middle school, and how to 
design curriculum that appeals to this group as well.

REGISTER FOR THE 2025 FALL CONVENTION
ONLINE AT: aeai.org
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EXHIBITION HALLEXHIBITION HALL
Saturday, 10 am - 5 pmSaturday, 10 am - 5 pm

You can find vendors 
and the Artisan Market 
in the Grand Hallway at 

Herron School of Art.

http://aeai.org


DISTRICT SESSIONS

10:30am - 11:00am		        	    Room 125
District 1
   Join fellow art educators from your local area for 
connection and collaboration. District 1 includes 
the following counties: Benton, Cass, Fulton, 
Jasper, Lake, LaPorte, Marshall, Newton, Porter, 
Pulaski, St. Joseph, Starke, White.

10:30am - 11:00am			      Room 151
District 2: Ceramic Tic-Tac-Toe Boards
and Yearly Planning
Kristen O’Dell
   Join fellow art educators from District 2 for 
connection and collaboration. Counties include: 
Adams, Allen, Elkhart, DeKalb, Huntington, Kos-
ciusko, LaGrange, Miami, Noble, Steuben, Wa-
bash, Wells, and Whitley.
   We’ll make ceramic tic tac toe boards and plan 
2026 meetings. Come ready to share what you’d 
like to learn, what you’d like to contribute, and 
consider hosting future gatherings.

10:30am - 11:00am			      Room 121
District 3
Hannah Richardsone
   Join fellow art educators from your local area for 
connection and collaboration. District 3 includes 
the following counties: Blackford, Delaware, Fay-
ette, Grant, Hancock, Henry, Jay, Madison, Ran-
dolph, Rush, Shelby, Union, Wayne.

10:30am - 11:00am			       Room 122
District 4
Jessica Rowe
   Join fellow art educators from your local area for 
connection and collaboration. District 4 includes 
the following counties: Boone, Carroll, Clinton, 
Howard, Fountain, Hamilton, Montgomery, Parke, 
Tipton, Tippecanoe, Vermillion Warren.

10:30am - 11:00am 			       Room 116
District 5
Es Cole
Join fellow art educators from your local area for 
connection and collaboration. District 5 includes 
the following counties: Clay, Greene, Hendricks, 
Johnson, Marion, Morgan, Owen, Putnam, Sulli-
van, Vigo.
10:30am - 11:00am			       Room 143
District 6
Stephen Black and Ron Wise
   Join fellow art educators from your local area for 
connection and collaboration. District 6 includes 
the following counties: Crawford, Daviess, Dubois, 
Gibson, Knox, Lawrence, Martin, Orange, Perry, 
Pike, Posey, Spencer, Vanderburgh, Warrick.

10:30am - 11:00am		   	     Room 147
District 7: Putting a New Spin on a Color Wheel
   Join fellow art educators from your local area 
for connection and collaboration. In this session, 
you will make an interactive color wheel! District 
7 includes the following counties: Bartholomew, 
Brown, Clark, Dearborn, Decatur, Floyd, Franklin, 
Harrison, Jackson, Jefferson, Jennings, Monroe, 
Ohio, Ripley, Scott, Switzerland, Washington.

11:05am - 12:30pm     Herron School of Art
FOOD TRUCK LUNCH
Two food trucks will be available for
participants: Alley Cat and Woppo’s.

12:30pm - 1:15pm	          Basile Auditorium 101
Empowering Voices: A Journey in Fostering 
Belonging in Art Education Space
Paula Liz
   Paula Liz shares her art education journey, 
weaving personal stories to highlight the impor-
tance of fostering a sense of belonging in schools. 
She explores practical strategies for creating a 
welcoming and supportive classroom environment. 
Paula Liz emphasizes the power of student voice, 
critical thinking, and compassion in the art room. 
Attendees will gain valuable insights and inspiration 
to cultivate art spaces where all students feel seen, 
heard, and encouraged to express themselves.

Paula Liz (she/her/ella), born in Puerto Rico and raised 
near Baltimore, is an experienced bilingual art
educator with a BFA and MAT from the
Maryland Institute College of Art. 

She has taught in various schools across
multiple states for over a decade and was named 
Maryland Art Educator of the Year in 2022.
She co-authored Anti-Racist Art Activities for Kids 
(2023) and authored Be a Creative Changemaker 
(2024). 

Organizations that Paula is apart of:
Founder and ED of Anti-Racist Art Teachers 

Manager of the Youth and Preservice
program at National Art Education Association.

1:15pm - 2:00pm	   Basile Auditorium/Room 101

BUSINESS MEETING & AWARDS
   Join us for our annual business meeting and awards 
ceremony—this session is for everyone!
   Come participate in important organizational deci-
sions by voting on the budget and electing new repre-
sentatives who will shape our association’s future.  
   We’ll also celebrate outstanding art educators who 
have made significant contributions to our field and 
community. Your voice matters in guiding our organi-
zation, and we’ll honor the exceptional educators who 
inspire us all.

2:00pm - 2:50pm			           Room 122
Lesson Idea Round Robin with Herron
Preservice Teachers			         EL, MS, HS
   Participate in our interactive round robin session 
where Herron Art Education preservice teachers will 
share lesson ideas featuring contemporary artists.   
   This session offers a rich compilation of artists and 
related lesson ideas that can be adapted to any grade 
level. You will leave this session with new artists, 
ideas, and resources that will energize your
curriculum.

2:00pm - 2:50pm			             Room 151
Life Has No Boundries: Community-Based
Art Instruction				             ALL
   This presentation shares inclusive, hands-on art 
practices used at Life Has No Boundaries, a nonprof-
it organization in West Lafayette serving youth with 
disabilities.
   Using multisensory materials, adaptive tools, ex-
pressive movement, and open-ended curricula, stu-
dents explore artmaking related to culture, daily life, 
and personal interests.
   This session highlights strategies used to engage 
youth with diverse needs and offers practical insights 
to foster creativity, active participation, and self-ex-
pression in community-based art education.

2:00pm - 2:50pm			             Room 121
Photography: Build or Grow a Program
Allyson Avery					              ALL
   Photography involves independent practice and 
observation. Starting a program is within reach, at the 
Elementary level I started an after school club. Stu-
dents excelled quickly creating truly wonderful imag-
es. If you have a program going, but want to build it 
up, we will discuss prompts, building expectations, 
and the book “The Photographer’s Playbook”.

2:00pm - 2:50pm			             Room 147
Artful Play
Cristi Billue 					                EL
   During this session, attendees will learn about the 
importance of play, be introduced to ideas adding a 
playful element to art lessons, and leave with a sam-
ple project that encourages young artists to play after 
they leave the art room!’’

2:00pm - 2:50pm			             Room 143
What’s a Drawing Pad?
How can they can be used...?
Leah Morgan 			           MS, HS, Higher Ed
In today’s artworld we use traditional art materials 
along with digital formats. Check out how to use a 
drawing pad with a chromebook for your own and 
student use. We will demonstrate a newer “Display 
Drawing Pad’ where you can actually see what you 
are drawing on the pad instead of the computer 
screen. We will also have traditional drawing pads 
that show up on your screen for you to try. Stay until 
the end of the presentation and sign up for a drawing 
for a drawing pad that will be delivered to you!

9:30am - 10:20am			          Room 116
Objects Make It Come to Life
Katy Denny					           ALL
   Seeing, touching, and using your senses all help 
things become more real and provide deeper mean-
ing. Come learn how to use local museums and object 
based learning to provide a richer and more engaging 
experience with art.
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2:00pm - 2:50pm			             Room 123
Creating a Culture of Belonging: Building Rapport 
and Acceptance in the Art Room		           ALL
   This session is designed to empower pre-service 
through beginning art educators with practical strat-
egies for cultivating a welcoming, inclusive, and 
emotionally safe environment where all students 
feel valued and supported. Through a focus on re-
lationship-building, empathy, and classroom culture, 
participants will explore how to foster meaningful 
connections with students of diverse backgrounds 
and abilities. We’ll examine techniques to build trust, 
encourage authentic self-expression, and celebrate 
each student’s unique voice in the creative process. 
Attendees will leave with actionable tools for develop-
ing rapport, addressing bias, promoting positive be-
havior, and creating an art room climate that inspires 
confidence, respect, and creativity in every learner.

2:00pm - 3:50pm			           Room 125
Expansive Literacies: Arts, Liberation and Healing 
in Urban Communities
Kara Taylor and Taylor Box
			             Hands-on workshop: ALL
   This workshop examines how literacy, when ex-
pansively defined to include the arts, can function as 
liberatory and healing practice within urban communi-
ties. Traditional literacy approaches often exclude rich 
artistic literacies already present—visual art, spoken 
word, music, dance. 
   Participants engage in Liberatory Canvases, cre-
ating visual-textual pieces responding to “What does 
healing and liberation through literacy look like in your 
community?” This repositions literacy as inclusive of 
arts, affirming cultural practices overlooked in schools 
while contributing to educational justice.

2:00pm - 3:50pm			           Room 181
Exploring Mixed Media
Frank Ray Hockett 	           Hands-on workshop: MS
   Mixed media refers to the use of multiple mediums 
in a single artwork. This art form knows no bound-
aries. This workshop is hands -on and will explore 
mixed media. All supplies for this session will be 
provided.

2:00pm - 3:50pm	 Room 030
Soap and Foam Sculptures
Beth Ann Hargrove 	     Hands-on workshop: MS, HS
   Inspired by Henry Moore and Barbara Hepworth, 
carve a small maquette from a bar of soap and then 
into a floral foam block. No sharp objects needed so 
its great for middle and high school.

2:00pm - 3:50pm			           Room 116
Weaving in the Round
Emily Bennett	       Hands-on workshop: ALL
   Join us for a hands-on workshop where you’ll learn 
the basics of round weaving in a fun, welcoming en-
vironment. Perfect for all skill levels, this session will 
guide you through simple techniques to create your 
own circular woven piece. By the end, you’ll leave 
with a beautiful, finished project and the skills to keep 
weaving on your own!

3:00pm - 3:50pm 			             Room 122
ARTIVISM - Artists Responding to Injustice,
Violence, Inequality & Systemic Marginalization
Sarah Grace Wiggins				              EL
   ARTIVISM is a social justice-driven, action-oriented 
youth art curriculum rooted in community engage-
ment, service, and educational empowerment. De-
signed to equip young people with the technical skills 
and artistic thinking to make a difference in the world, 
the young artists of today become the empowered 
leaders of tomorrow. ARTIVISM is the answer to the 
call for change.

3:00pm - 3:50pm			             Room 121
Charles Demuth - Inspired Number Drawing
Zack Johnloz 	          Hands-on Workshop: EL, MS, HS
   Discover the bold and structured world of Preci-
sionism through the work of American artist Charles 
Demuth.
   In this hands-on session, participants will learn 
how Demuth used clean lines, geometric forms, and 
a sense of order to capture the modern industrial 
landscape. You’ll explore key artistic concepts such 
as symmetry, proportion, composition, and contrast, 
while developing your drawing skills using accessible 
classroom materials like jumbo stencils and colored 
pencils.
   Through guided exercises, you’ll experiment with 
layering shapes, emphasizing strong linear design, 
and using color to create depth and visual impact—
culminating in a unique artwork inspired by Demuth’s 
iconic style.

3:00pm - 3:50pm			             Room 151
Cultivating Belonging: Partnering with Galleries to 
Celebrate Disability Pride
Panel Discussion Higher Ed
   This presentation explores how inclusive, commu-
nity-based visual arts exhibitions can foster belonging 
for individuals with disabilities.
   Drawing from two exhibitions curated with artists 
from the Wabash Center, it highlights how partner-
ships with galleries amplify marginalized voices, utilize 
adaptive tools, and transform public art spaces. By 
centering accessibility, collaboration, and disability 
pride, the project models how co-curated art expe-
riences can move beyond accommodation toward 
genuine inclusion and cultural recognition.

3:00pm - 4:50pm			             Room 147
Artist Books: Endless Possibilities in Paper
Cindy Borgmann 	          Hands-on Workshop: ALL
   Examine close-up actual books from Herron’s in-
ternational Fine Press/Book Arts collection featuring 
diverse themes of belonging, whimsy, form and voice.
   Focusing on the altered accordion book, partici-
pants will construct several different types of alteration 
books adaptable for elementary and secondary stu-
dents. Samples of K-12 student works shared as well 
as digital access to over 1,000 color images
of Herron’s book arts collection featuring a wide
variety of construction types and themes given for 
classroom use.

3:00pm - 4:50pm			             Room 123
Chihuly Insects
Brenda Betley 	            Hands-on workshop: MS
   Create a Chihuly-inspired insect using coffee filters, 
glue plates, and plastic sheets while focusing on good 
construction and craftsmanship.
   Learn three hands-on techniques: starch-forming 
coffee filters, heat-gun shaping of plastic sheets, and 
making glue plates.
   Explore color theory with water-based and perma-
nent markers as you craft insects celebrating nature’s 
fragile beauty. Leave with new mixed-media skills and 
classroom-ready project ideas.

3:00pm - 4:50pm			             Room 143
TAB Studio Workshop
Clyde Gaw 		            Hands-on workshop: ALL
   Straight out of Boston and the Massachusetts 
School of Art and Design, here is your opportunity 
to join Teaching for Artistic Behavior (TAB) Institute 
Studio Manager Clyde Gaw for an emergent art ac-
tivity studio experience. Draw, paint, collage, sculpt 
with cardboard or utilize mixed media exploration to 
engage in authentic art experience.

4:00pm - 4:50pm			           Room 125
Create Like a Career
Abigail (Abby) Gaddis 	 Hands-on Workshop: EL
   Create Like a Career is a hands-on workshop de-
signed for elementary art teachers who want to inspire 
students to see art as a viable career path.
   Explore engaging lesson plan samples that intro-
duce young learners to a variety of creative profes-
sions—from illustrators to architects. You’ll leave 
with ready-to-use activities and strategies to connect 
classroom projects with real-world careers, helping 
students understand the value of their creativity and 
imagine a future shaped by art.

4:00pm - 4:50pm			             Room 122
“Dear Teacher” Panel Discussion
Laura Schroeder 		     Panel Discussion: ALL
   Representatives of GenderNexus, Indiana Legal 
Services, Inc., IYG, and the ACLU of Indiana wrap up 
the AEAI ED&I Committee’s yearlong webinar series, 
“Dear Teacher: What LGBTQ+ students, families, and 
advocates wish educators knew,” with a panel discus-
sion. Whether you were able to attend the webinars or 
not, the panelists will provide valuable perspectives, 
information, and updates for teachers wishing to make 
their classrooms welcoming for all.

4:00pm - 4:50pm			          Room 121
Let’s Talk Management
Ashley Shea					            ALL
   A collaborative session for pre-service and K-12 art 
educators to share behavior management strategies 
and create personalized art room behavior matrices.   
   Participants will discuss “what’s working,” gain new 
perspectives from fellow educators, and leave with a 
rough draft behavior matrix tailored to their classroom. 
Goals include hands-on creation of PBIS tools and 
collaborative sharing of effective management tech-
niques in a supportive convention setting.

38    CONTACT Fall Issue 2025    39



4:00pm - 4:50pm			             Room 151
Exploring Adaptive Art Tools
Jasmine Begeske, Sedigheh Fatollahzadeh Dizaji

HS
   This interactive session centers on the role of adap-
tive tools in fostering inclusive art-making experiences 
for individuals with disabilities.
   Participants will engage with a range of tools
designed to support diverse physical and sensory 
needs, accompanied by prompts that encourage re-
flection on accessibility and artistic participation.
   The session highlights how access to adaptive tools 
can expand creative possibilities, promote autonomy, 
and cultivate a sense of belonging. By emphasizing 
material inclusion as a foundation for equitable partic-
ipation, this activation invites educators, artists, and 
advocates to reimagine how art spaces can become 
more inclusive, responsive, and empowering for all 
learners.

4:00pm - 4:50pm			             Room 116
Tell Me What You Want, What You Really,
Really Want: AEAI Town Hall
   Spice up your convention experience by joining 
this open listening session with AEAI’s President and 
President-Elect. We want to hear from YOU - your 
needs, your dreams, your challenges, and the ways 
AEAI can better support art educators across the 
state. This is a space for honest conversation, con-
nection, and sparking change. Come share what you 
really, really want from your professional community!

5:00pm - 6:00pm	   Basile Auditorium/Room 101
CLOSING CEREMONY

AEAI
Artisan
Market

Friday, Nov. 7 and
Saturday, Nov. 8
10 AM - 4 PM

Featuring unique hand-made
works of art by AEAI member artists
including clothing, jewelry, sculpture,

ornaments, small works of art and
many more items that can be
purchased for holiday gifts for

family, friends - and you!

If you have any
questions while
at the convention, just 
look for board members 
by the buttons they will 
be wearing.
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ART TEACHER RETREAT

   Art educators from across the state of Indiana had 
a time to reflect, connect and create beautiful works 
of art this summer at Vincennes University. This 
event is a favorite of many art teachers, who look 
forward to it every year.

   At this year’s retreat attendees worked on ecoprint-
ing & dyeing, clay, painting on denim, embroidery, 
and working on forms and constructions with book 
arts.

   Details for the 2026 retreat will be coming soon.
To participate, you must be a current member of the 
Art Educators Association of Indiana (AEAI). So 
make plans with your fellow art teacher friends to 
attend the 2025 AEAI Art Teacher Retreat next year!

Teachers gather for 
the 2025 AEAI
Summer Art Retreat

AT VINCENNES UNIVERSITY
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Lesson Plan for Grades 3–12

Artists’ Celebration Cupcakes

DickBlick.com/
customer-service/
catalogs/

 Alliance
for Young

&Writers
Artists

DickBlick.com 800•447•8192

Request a 
FREE 2025 
Catalog!

Visit the BLICK vendor booth for your  
FREE lesson plan brochure and product sample!

Connect with and celebrate a renowned 
artist with a faux cupcake designed to 

honor their achievements. SCAN TO VIEW 
LESSON PLAN

Design: Cut liner and cake board from 
watercolor paper and design for selected 
artist. Form cup by joining ends of liner.

Construct: Fill liner with a ball made of 
scraps, covered with felt. Glue into cup.

Decorate: “Frost” cupcake with 
Liquitex Basics Light Modeling Paste. 
Design a cake topper to celebrate the 
contributions of the selected artist. 

2025-2026 Executive Board

President	 Allyson Avery	 president@aeai.org
President-Elect	 Libba Willcox	 presidentelect@aeai.org
Past President	 Scott Miller	 pastpresident@aeai.org
Secretary	 Elyse Abbott	 secretary@aeai.org
Treasurer	 Lauren Kibbe	 treasurer@aeai.org
Awards Chair	 Laura Schroeder	 awards@aeai.org
Advocacy Chair	 Clyde Gaw	 advocacy@aeai.org
Nominations Chair	 Addie Thompson	
Publicity/Contact Editor	 Lori Kaylor	 lorizita1963@gmail.com
Convention Coordinator	 Es Cole	 convention@aeai.com
YAM	 Elyse Abbott	 yam@aeai.org
Membership Chair	 Samantha Shows	 membership@aeai.org
INSEA/USSEA	 Marjorie Manifold	 mmanifol@indiana.edu
ArtMix	 Omar Rashan	 ArtMix@aeai.org
District 1 Rep		  district1@aeai.org
District 2 Rep	 Kristen O’Dell	 district2@aeai.org
District 3 Rep	 Hannah Richardson	 Hannah_richardson@taylor.edu                  district3@aeai.org

District 4 Rep		  district4@aeai.org
District 5 Rep		  cole10@iu.edu
District 6 Rep		
District 6 Rep		
District 7 Rep	 Michelle Chastain	 district7@aeai.org
District 7 Rep	 Monica Schotter	 district7@aeai.org
Technology Rep	 Leah Morgan	 leahmorgan51@gmail.com
Webmaster	 Monica Schotter	 webmaster@aeai.org
Elementary Rep	 Ashley Shea	 elementary@aeai.org
Middle School Rep	 Brenda Betley	 bsbetley@gmail.com

Secondary Rep	 Brenda Jalaie	 bjalaie@zcs.k12.in.us

Higher Education Rep	 Libba Willcox	 swillcox@indiana.edu
Museum Education Rep	 Katy Denney	
Student Rep		
Retired Art Teacher Rep	 Sidney Allen	 sallen915@comcast.net
Retired Art Teacher Rep	 Patricia Cummings	 cummingsp@hotmail.com
Registrar	 Sarah Ackerman	 registrar@aeai.org
Historian	 Cindy Borgmann	 cborgman@iupui.edu
Equity, Diversity, Inclusion Liason	 Jasmine Begeske	 edi@aeai.org
Equity, Diversity, Inclusion Liason	 Kathy Danko-McGhee	 edi@aeai.org

cole10@iu.edu

lkibbe@gws.k12.in.us

swillcox@iu.edu
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NEW PROGRAM!

VINCENNES
UNIVERSITY
1002 N. FIRST STREET • VINCENNES, IN 47591
812.888.4465 • ADMISSIONS: 800.742.9198

vinu.edu/graphicdesign
An accredited institutional member of the  
National Association of Schools of Art and Design, (NASAD).

Want to own your portrait or  
commercial photography business?  
Get on the fast track of getting started in your own photography 
business in just two short years. Get hands-on experience with 
professional-level camera and lighting equipment to create a 
portfolio of work to help you reach your goals. Learn not only 
the technical aspects of photography, but also the conceptual 
and artistic aspects that will help you develop your personal 
photography style. In addition to photography courses, you will 
also learn about videography, graphic design and web design to 
help you promote your new business.

For more information, contact:  
Ron  Wise, Chair of Art and Design,  Vincennes University
8-12-888-4465 | rwise@vinu.edu

PHOTOGRAPHY
 CONCENTRATION A.S.DEGREE

Learn:
• Use and functions of a DSLR 

camera

• Use and functions of strobe 
and continuous lights in the 
lighting studio

• Use and functions of strobe 
lights in the field

• Video and audio capture with 
DSLR cameras, video editing, 
and visual storytelling

• Film photography and 
darkroom techniques

• Digital darkroom techniques 
with Photoshop and 
Lightroom

Job Opportunities:
• Commercial Photographer
• Industrial Photographer
• Portrait Photographer
• Wedding Photographer
• Ecommerce Photographer

• Sports Photographer
• Fashion Photographer
• Freelance Photographer
• Photo Lab Technician
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