“Styrofoam Constructions” Technical Tips for Teachers

by Patti Moore   (peacock501@hotmail.com)   Gr: 9-12


1.  Be sure to have a lot of new exacto blades on hand.... when they are dull they tend
     to drag & tear the styrofoam. 
2.  Also remember to use scraps of cardboard boxes to cut on & save your tables! 
3.  It is best & less dangerous for the kids to lay the styrofoam against the cardboard
     on the table so the cardboard supports it while it's being cut.   
4.  Use scissors to cut spirals out of cups---cutting on one side of the scissors gives
     you more control over the cut than the other side.... try it-- you'll understand 
     what I mean. 
5.  I use low temp hot glue guns!! They don't melt the styro... & the glue sticks
     instantaneously (or as soon as it cools!)  Just have to swipe away a few glue
     cobwebs afterward. I got my glue guns at Walmart for $2.99 each & they last
     quite awhile if you warn the kids to let them warm up at least 5 min.—

     --some get “trigger happy” & break the trigger if the glue is still cold.
6.  Use 5" squares of white foamboard for bases; they have to go at least 12" tall.
7.  Of course, their sculpture has to be pleasing from all sides, so be sure they keep
     turning it and balance it out on all sides.  

8.  I show them some transparencies that I printed from the Internet of the new
     "ribbony" type of architecture--like at Milllenium Park in Chicago-- to give them
     ideas of what I wanted the first year
9.   I can get approximately 12 different types of styrofoam shapes from my supply
      house:  dessert dishes, condiment containers,  soup bowls & carry-out
      containers,  glasses: 6 oz, 8 oz, 12 oz, 16 oz,  & dessert plates.   I require that
      they use at least one of a certain number (10-12)  so they really have to start
      thinking about how they are going to alter these shapes to make them look like
      something else & where they are going to attach them.

10. I start the school year off with this project because many of the kids haven't had
      any art since 6th grade & I have a mix of 9-12th graders....  Most of them have
      a pretty high degree of success if they try at all...... once they start, they kind of 
      get hooked on the whole process!!
11.  Write an Artist's Statement.  Go to the computer lab to type it...4 paragraphs of
      at least 3 sentences each--it's like pulling teeth, but most settle down & do a good
      job & when I put them on display, the viewers really enjoy reading them--- that
      is their connection to the artist who has created this wonderful sculpture!  
12.  I make them think up a "Title"  & why they picked that name.  Did they learn
      how to use any new tools or techniques?  Any safety issues???   Is their sculpture
      pleasing from all sides--in other words--do they think that it is a successful work
      of art?? Do they like the final product? What would they have done differently? 

