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 PERSONAL SHRINES [image: image2.jpg]



Class:  H.S., Intro to 3-D
Cultural connections:  Mexico, Day of the dead

Personal connections:  Family, friends, idols, icons, and heroes 

Principles of Art:  Unity, Emphasis, Balance, Contrast
Elements of Art:  Line, Space, Shape, and Color

Standards:  H.1.2, H.3.2, H.7.3, H.8.1, H.8.2, H.9.1, H.10.1, H.12.1, H.14.2
Techniques:  Collage, photo montage, graphics, photography, symbolism
Evaluation:  Self-Critique attached

Medium:  Mixed Media
Materials:  9” round paper Chinet Plate or similar deep edged paper plate, 14”x14” black poster board or rail board. 81/2” by 11” transparency, magazine images, computer images, digital images, photos, gel pens, FX colored pencils, metallic markers or pens, glue sticks and hot glue. You will need access to copy machine or printer.

Objectives:  Students will understand the significance of visual art involved in the Day of the Dead Celebration and identify the relationship to the history and culture of the people.   Students will view examples of shrines erected by family members for their departed family.  They will discuss the items created and used in the ceremony and how they were significant to that person and to their culture.  I usually start by showing digital photos of examples from the 2005 Day of the Dead exhibit from the Indianapolis Museum of Art.  This exhibit had examples of several types of shrines including the type of shrine we create for this project.  This was my inspiration for creating this project.  
After viewing and responding to these shrines.  We will have a brief discussion about who has been an influence in their lives and how our culture is different in the way they pay homage to the dead.  After some reflection, students will choose someone that they admire, or someone who has influenced them in some way, or made a difference in their life. They may choose a family member, a friend, an idol, an icon, or a hero.  The hero can be real, or even a super hero, like Batman, or Spiderman. They must be able to obtain a photo of this person, either by taking it themselves, finding one in a magazine, on the internet, or by getting a photo from the person.  
Pre-planning for this project is important and they should reflect, practice and refine their designs. Encourage them to work out their ideas in their journals.  Students should not glue down their collages until they have considered all of the possibilities.  I have the students use regular or stick glue for the collages when they have finally worked out their designs. The elements of color, shape and space along with the principles of balance, unity, and contrast will be important considerations for the success if their collage. 
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Process: 

Project, step 1:  Students will be creating a collage about this person, group, icon, or hero.  They are to gather or create 6-8 small images or symbols that represent this person. Students will look for and identify symbols that represent this person, icon, hero, or group. Student should know enough about who they chose to be able to find symbols that represent them but they should also investigate their choice even further by interviewing 
the person or researching their choice on-line, through books and magazine articles, etc.  






Students should journal their findings by taking notes, creating thought clusters, anything that will help them organize their findings and generate ideas for their collage.   

Students will then find symbols, either in magazines, by finding photos, taking photos, drawing symbols, of those things that represent this person to use in their collage.   
After collecting the images for their collages, students will  begin to put their collage together on the Chinet plate.  Before they put any images on the plate, they may add color to the plate before beginning their collage either with acrylic paint or with colored pencil, or watercolors.  This should be a medium that glue will stick to when it is dry. Students should carefully consider color, by choosing colors that will go with the images they have gathered and also consider using a color that has significance to the person being represented.  The inside curved edges of the plate will be visible from certain angles so they must use this space when creating and coloring their collages. They will then arrange their images into a balanced collage.  Have them consider cutting the images out closely and overlapping some of the images. They can get a 3-D effect by duplicating the focal point image that goes on the transparency and using it again in the center of the background lined up directly with the transparency image.  The other images should then be balanced around it.  The focal point image will be copied or scanned and printed onto the transparency and attached to the frame in an 8”circular opening in the 14” frame in front of the Chinet plate with hot glue, which will be attached behind the poster board frame. To get the 3-D effect the lower image must line up with the transparency image above.  IMPORTANT NOTE:  Do not glue the frame, transparency, or plate together until the frame writing and decoration is completed.  

Project Step 2:  Transparency overlay:  Students will also need a photo for the focal point of their shrine, which will be later photocopied onto a transparency sheet and attached to the back of the frame in front of the plate collage.  A close up of the persons face is best, but full shots can be used as well as group shots if it is of a group instead of one person.  The photo should be no larger than 4”x 6”. And no smaller than 3” x 5”  It is possible to use the copy machine to make a larger picture smaller, or a smaller photo larger for the purpose, or to resize in Photoshop.  After copying or printing the original photo on copy paper, students should trim the background away from the face so that just the face and body are showing without the extra background that will just block the collage behind the image.  After the photo is neatly trimmed to just show the faces and/or bodies, the image is then copied onto the transparency.  Be sure to make a test copy on copy paper to make sure that the image will be centered on the transparency otherwise it will not cover the 8 inch opening in the frame. It will save on wasting the expensive transparencies. NOTE: Do not glue plate or transparency to fame until writing is completed on the front of the frame.      
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Project, Step 3:  Writing to or about the chosen subject:  I will have them write something about this person on the shrine so I have them do their preliminary writing in their journals.  They have the option of writing in the form of a letter to the person, or they can write why they admire the person and how they have influenced them. They also have the option of writing a song or poem about the person.  The last option is to write a list of ten reasons they admire this person.  Once they have determined what they are going to say and how they are going to say it, they will have to determine the best way to present their writing on their shrine.  They should consider following questions:  What colors will you use? Will you print? Will you use cursive, or block lettering, calligraphy, or graffiti?  What will you use to write with?  (I usually recommend that they start lightly with pencil.) Will you use gel pens, Gel FX Markers, or FX colored pencils?  What size will you need make your lettering in order for it to fit the frame of your project?  Will you organize the lettering in blocks, in radial fashion, or just balanced across the face of the frame?  If you have space left over will you add decoration to the frame in the form of a border or illuminated letter? Or add more symbols? You should carefully consider how the lettering will affect balance of the design.  Writing should be executed in a neat, creative, attractive, and legible manner that enhances the appearance of the overall piece.  
Additional notes:  Students and teachers can expand on this project in many ways.  There is no reason to confine the project to 14”x14” piece of square poster board other than convenience of material preparation.  Students are allowed to consider other shapes of similar size.  For instance, they could make it in the shape of a guitar like a student did in Mary Geib’s class, (Tri-County H.S.), or a star, or a logo. I use black poster board for a nice contrast, but it does not have to be black.  If another color will work better for the subject then they should use that color.  Students are also allowed to draw or paint the collage images. They can draw a portrait of the person and scan or copy that onto the transparency. There are many alternative ways to approach this project.  I try to leave it open to creativity as much as possible.  
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                                                         Photo courtesy of Mary Geib
Lesson by: Karen Sue Dill, North White High School, SDILL@nwhite.k12.in.us, Monon, Indiana
EVALUATING YOUR WORK
                                                                            Name:  ___________________________ 

1.  DESCRIBE:  Describe your personal shrine.  

2.  ANALYZE: Analyze and state how you created a sense of unity in this artwork.  Did you use formal or informal Balance to organize this artwork?  Analyze and describe how you used the principle of emphasis to pull the piece together visually.   Analyze and describe which areas contrast played a part in your design.  Which element or elements of art did you use to create this artwork with?    

3. INTERPRET:  What is the feeling or mood of your personal shrine?  Is it playful, sad, thoughtful, funny, informative, etc.?  How do the colors, symbols, and/or images you chose influence the feeling of your shrine? Were they relevant to your chosen subject? How do the written statements affect the mood or feeling of your shrine?       

4.  JUDGE:  Is your shrine well-planned, informative, and visually balanced?  Is your writing legible and your words spelled correctly?  Is your lettering creative and neatly written? Is it easy to read? Does your work have a strong sense of unity? Aesthetically, is your shrine visually pleasing and/or convey a feeling?  Was your collage or background well-planned and relevant to your subject?  On a scale of 1-5 with 1-not meeting expectations listed above, 2-poor, 3- average, 4-good, and 5-excellent, what would you rate your project?  If you were going to do this again, what, if anything, would you change?
Evaluation by Karen Sue Dill, North White High School, Monon, IN
